
 

 
 
 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY PACKAGE MARKS 
IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION OF COMPOUND 

FEED MANUFACTURING TO SAFE AND 
SUSTAINABLE FEED PRODUCTION 

 
 

(15) CP 22   
 
Brussels, 3 December 2015 
 
On 2 December 2015, the European Commission published the long-awaited Circular 

Economy Package. FEFAC welcomes the Commission’s proposal to explicitly exclude feed 

materials from the scope of the Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC, to the extent that 

they are already covered by EU feed legislation. This proposal honours a long-standing call 

from the European feed industry for more legal certainty, which will facilitate discussions 

with national authorities on the interpretation of the legal “non-waste” status of certain feed 

materials. The clarification is in line with FEFAC Vision on Feed Safety Management, 

highlighting the importance of securing the safety and integrity of feed materials throughout 

the entire supply chain. FEFAC also welcomes Commission’s ambition to potentially step 

up its involvement in the discussion on sustainable sourcing of feed materials through policy 

dialogues and partnerships.  

FEFAC already proactively contributes to the development of the methodology for 

measuring environmental footprint of feed production at EU (PEF) and global level (FAO 

LEAP partnership & IFIF-coordinated Global Feed LCA Institute), which will increase the 

visibility and transparency of circular economy benefits at consumer level. FEFAC’s input to 

the PEF is focussed on the recently approved draft Feed PEFCR (Product Environmental 

Footprint Category Rules) developed in the context of the EC Environmental Footprint pilot 

phase. FEFAC fully shares the Commission’s expectation that harmonized rules will allow 

for more trustworthy communication on the environmental performance of animal products.  

FEFAC President Ruud Tijssens feels the ambitions outlined in the circular economy 

package match the European feed industry’s commitment to safe and sustainable feed 

production. “As experts in resource efficiency we see an important role for our industry in 

the food chain circular economy as we continue to develop new tools for safe and 

sustainable feed allowing our sector to further reduce feed conversion rates. It is thanks to 

our nutritional know-how that co-products of the food and biofuel industry can be 

sustainably valorised as feed chain resources, thus contributing to the reduction of the 

environmental footprint of livestock production”. 
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Notes to the editor: 

1. FEFAC, the European Compound Feed Manufacturers’ Federation, represents 25 national 
Associations in 24 EU Member States as well as Associations in Switzerland, Turkey, 
Serbia, Russia and Norway with observer/associate member status. The European 
compound feed industry employs over 110,000 persons on app. 4,000 production sites often 
in rural areas, which offer few employment opportunities. 

2. Farm animals in the EU-28 consume an estimated 475 million tonnes of feed a year, of 
which about 30% are produced by the compound feed manufacturers. Turnover of the 
European compound feed industry in 2013 is estimated at € 55 billion. 

3. For more information see our web site (www.fefac.eu) or please contact Alexander Döring, 
Secretary General Tel. +32-2-285.00.50, Fax +32-2-230.57.22, e-mail: fefac@fefac.eu 
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